Lymph node metastases in gastric cancer

This issue has been specifically focused on the impact of lymph node metastases on staging (N parameter), treatment planning
and prognosis of gastric cancer patients.

Since nodal involvement still represents a real challenge for surgeons and oncologists, as well as radiologists/
gastroenterologists and pathologists, this topic will be widely discussed at the 12th International Gastric Cancer Congress
scheduled for next April in Beijing.

The articles that you will read in the following pages cover all of the aspects related to relevance of a possible nodal
disease associated with gastric cancer. Apart from the anatomical descriptions and classifications, a critical view with technical
considerations about nodal status in terms of preoperative (as well as pathological) staging, surgical dissection and prognostic
implications has been provided by well-known experts of the Italian Research Group for Gastric Cancer (GIRCG) along with
some international guest authors (from Brazil, Germany and Greece).

The attempt to clarify one of the most controversial issues in gastric cancer management, strongly affecting the last
20 years literature, has been satisfied: the final result is a careful review of the state of the art with some intriguing prospective
suggestions.
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